VVorkshop Quotes

“We loved having you here and so did our students. They were buzzing for the next week ;) It
was such an amazing workshop and you were a real inspiration to them and us! ... what you
bring to Australian dancers is AMAZING. You are AMAZING!”

-Kristin Agnoli, Jason Coleman’s Ministry of Dance - Melbourne

“Thanks for teaching our UDC full-timers today, they loved it!!!”
-Juliette Verne, Urban Dance Center — Sydney

“Michael you have such an amazing energy and enthusiasm for dance that it enlivens everyone
that is a part of the class! Thank you for another wonderful workshop
-Renee Hallahan, Canberra Dance Development Centre — Canberra

“l just wanted to let you know how truly privileged we are to have you visit us year in and year
out! Yet again and as expected, your classes were PHENOMENAL and my Students cannot
speak more highly of you and | cannot THANK YOU enough for your time, expertise,
encouragement, dedication, motivation, inspiration...”

-Raquel Muia, The Performance Co. — Perth

“The kids just love him...he’s inspiring. He’s so much fun to be around in class! The kids can
really relate to him...his stuff’s really current and fresh.”
-Maria Slape, MJ Dance — Mt. Gambier

“Your choreography to weightless embodies joy. thank you so much for sharing it with me and
the others. You're phenomenal :)”
-Megan Rollins, The Dance Collective — Perth

“Thanks for coming to The Star Factory today everyone had aballand yourdances were
brilliant xxx”
-Emma Nickoll, Star Factory — Perth

“Thank you so much for your outstanding work xxx”
-Jo Cotterill, Lee Academy - Central Coast

“Workshops were just amazing. He has left a beautiful impression on ou 2rs and in our
studio!”
-Charisse Parnell, The Dance Collective — Perth
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Can you talk us through your choreographic 0
process from the moment you receive the music? |..n 0 rm 0
The first thing 1 do is put the music on ol my ipods, loplop, deskiop and | will ierolly listen fo # c

100 fimes If not more...on repeat, in the cor, at the gym. | need to know the musicolity every ¥

which way. and somewhere clong the way | begin fo viswolize. | con't start choreogrophing right
oway because | need to think out stoging. formations, thopes and then the steps come last. |
will then always chort the music. as in break it down by verses/choruses/bridges, time codes
and eight counts along with my general descriplions of whot | have visuakzed off fo the side. This
Is really important because | need 1o be able to communicale 1o people who oren’t dancers - P 1 11 arr > >
musicions and musical directors find my chorting helptul because they don't work in eight A (I.\ namic visionary leaves
counts, only dancers do. | then use the chorting 03 @ roadmap for the choreography. The lost . 1 " 1 .

step i3 the steps themsedves. and 10 this day l?ml choreogroph in my bvd'co?" with the door an Impression on our

closed and the music blasting. The process can happen very easily in o few hours or hos been

known 10 strefch over an 8-hour period of over mulliple doys.

What do you do to turn a bad day around?
Ooooh. that's @ lough one becouse I'm very hard on mysell
when things don't go my way. I'm such a pertectionist that
when things go sow, | always blame mysell. Usually what |
do Is hry 1o get outdoors, away fom dance, away kom my
computer and go for @ run In the canyons in LA or on the
beach. If takes me away Fom that ond reminds me that the
world confinues 1o furn no maotler what

What do you look for in & dance
Depends on the project as lo whether or not I'm really looking for an individual style of not. Defi
nilety | ook for people who know how to “dance” when they haven't been Instructed. What |
wan by that Is freestyling ot the end of the combo in an audition, ireestyling is not limited to just
hip-hop. | om kooking 1o see i the person hos good musicality and can really just dance - and
! doesn't mean do § pirovelies or other competition ficks, because chances are | won't
sde such things in my choreography. but rather who is a dancer down to their soul. Ako, |
k f fardiness very closedy. | cul off ol my ouditions on the hour
you don't get in. | look al who shows up early and prepoies by strelching and worming Up)
K a behaviour &
Ihey only core aboud themietves.
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POWERFUL CONNECTIONS: MJ Dance Studios dire
Slape hosted international chor rapher Michael Schwandt for the
fourth year this weel Pictures: CLARE RAWLINSON
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International Choreographer

Michagl schwanat

Artists:

L ady Gaga
<aty Perry
David Guetta
<ely Rowlano
-lo Rida

[he Veronicas
Soys Like Girls
<evin Rudolph
—iNnger eleven
Heldl Montag

Sheryl Crow
John Legend
Beach Boys
Ninel Conde

IS

S0 You Think You Can Dance
Your Chance 1o Dance
Cirgue du Solell

Miss Universe
Miss USA




